Two syntheses of (-)-kainic acid via highly stereoselective zinc-ene cyclizations.
Two concise, high-yielding syntheses of enantioenriched (-)-kainic acid are presented. Both routes feature a Pd-catalyzed Zn-ene cyclization that proceeds with complete diastereoselectivity. The key step can be carried out on a multigram scale, and the overall yields are among the highest to date for this marine alkaloid.